PROJECT NOTES FROM SANDE CROSS

Applique tree skirt - this is a birthday gift to a friend, and she wanted it with no opening in the back,  she uses an artificial tree and could assemble the tree around the skirt.

Cut 45” circles from main fabric, backing fabric, and batting.  All my fabrics for the skirt and appliques were prints from the Christmas aisles at Joanns.   The red is just red with golden stars and it’s so perfect for the poinsettias.  The brown for the gingerbread boys has tiny hearts all over.

I chose to use the poinsettias and gingerbread boys from the applique collection.  I grouped the designs into threes in PEDesign software for use in the jumbo hoop.  I still had to do separate sew-outs, but only hooped four times instead of twelve for each design.

The poinsettias were embroidered as designed, except I changed the brown of the veins to sulky silver gold thread, and the final brown to a golden yellow.  The gingerbread men I stitched just as designed.

Then I added the batting to the skirt, and made the ruffle out of the same fabric as the backing, it’s 8 inches wide, doubled to 4, and then gathered on  the serger.  I added the backing fabric right sides together with the main fabric, stitched all the way around; then I made the hole in the center through all three layers at once, and turned the skirt through the hole.  I bound the hole in the same plaid fabric as the back and ruffle, then needed a quilting motif.  

I digitized a simple star in star design to go with the stars and snowflakes on the background fabric, and just stitched them at random on the skirt with the embroidery machine as well.

Sandé Cross

tsarina@idworld.net

